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122 Reviews of Books 

tained political ideas opposed to those of official Russian diplomacy. 
But he gives no specific examples to confirm this sweeping statement. 

Sidney B. Fay. 

The Merchant Navy. By Archibald Hurd. Volume I. [History 
of the Great War based on Official Documents, by direction of 
the Historical Section of the Committee of Imperial Defence.] 
(New York: Longmans, Green, and Company. 1921. Pp. xiv, 
473- $7-50.) 

The Historical Section of the British Committee of Imperial De- 
fence, under the editorship of Sir Julian Corbett, divided the work of 
writing the history of the Great War into three parts. The first treats 
of the active operations of the Royal Navy itself, about which Sir 
Julian is now writing four and perhaps five volumes with his own pen, 
one of which has already appeared (Naval Operations, vol. I.). The 
second concerns the economic effects of the naval war on ocean-borne 
trade, and is in the competent hands of Mr. C. Ernest Fayle, whose first 
volume has already appeared (Seaborne Trade, vol. I.) and was noticed 
in the April number of this Review (XXVI. 531). It will comprise sev- 
eral further volumes. 

The work now under discussion has for its subject the activities of 
the merchant fleet of Great Britain, and forms the third category of the 
general war history. As Mr. Hurd says, the British merchant seamen, 
on account of the piratical policy of the German admiralty, were forced 
by circumstances, over which neither they nor the British naval au- 
thorities had any control, into the forefront of the struggle by sea. 

They had entered the Mercantile Marine with no thought that they 
would be exposed even to such trials and sufferings as their predecessors 
sustained during the previous Great War, for there had been much 
talk at various international Conferences of ameliorating the conditions 
of warfare; they found themselves involved in a conflict waged by a 
merciless enemy with large and newly developed resources. The seamen 
were defenceless, for this emergency had not been foreseen either by 
the Admiralty, by the shipowners, or by the seamen themselves. . . . 

The ordeal to which the men of the British Mercantile Marine sub- 
mitted with generous patriotism can be appreciated only if it is described 
in an appropriate setting, ignoring neither the plans of the naval au- 
thorities for the protection of merchant shipping, elaborated in the 
years before the outbreak of the war, nor the measures afterwards 
adopted to enable merchant shipping to resist with better hope of suc- 
cess the enemy's policy. 

The book comprises an account of the operations of the Auxiliary 
Patrol, which was practically a new navy called into being at the 
admiralty's invitation, and the history of which Mr. Hurd rightly calls 
" one of the most remarkable aspects of the war by sea ". 

The feature of all these volumes published by the British Historical 
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Section that especially challenges the admiration of the modern his- 
torian is their thoroughness and comprehensive arrangement. On the 
other hand, chapter and verse, though often mentioned, are not 
invariably quoted, the reader being asked to take the accuracy of the 
reference for granted. Possibly this is inevitable in a series of volumes 
that aim to be at once authoritative and readable. The mass of detail 
is extraordinary, but the dryness of a large portion of the data is 
relieved by spirited descriptions of such events as the actions against 
submarines, and the sinking of the Lusitania. 

Mr. Hurd incorporates in his first volume a fairly comprehensive 
history of the merchant marine of Britain from Saxon times, no fewer 
than 136 pages being given to the pre-war period. In the course of his 
discussion of the losses of the British marine during the Revolutionary 
and Napoleonic wars, he does not shrink from breaking a lance with 
Admiral Mahan, if in a minor field of controversy, and in many ways 
shows himself a master not only of detail but of the historical viewpoint. 
In the matter of accuracy, it is an extremely difficult matter to check up 
a volume of this kind, with its thousands of references. Some mistakes 
are doubtless inevitable, but there are, here and there, evidences of a 
carelessness that seems foreign to such a work. For example, in 
referring to the late Mr. John D. Long's The New American Navy, the 
author is called " former secretary of the Navy Department, U. S. N.", 
and his name is given as " the Hon. James Long ". 

The volume is provided with three excellent maps, a comprehensive 
index, and a dozen full-page illustrations in half-tone. On the whole, 
it is a very worthy companion of the monumental contributions to 
naval history by Sir Julian Corbett and Mr. Fayle. 

Edward Breck. 

La Renaissance de I'Hellenisme. Par Edouasd Driault. Preface 
de M. Politis, Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres de Grece. 
(Paris: Felix Alcan. 1920. Pp. vi, 242. 6 fr.) 
This book contains sixteen lectures given at Athens early in 1920, 
upon invitation of Messrs. Venizelos and Politis, together with a dis- 
course pronounced at Versailles after the author's return. Its interest 
does not lie in newly discovered material, but in its revelation of the 
point of view, in days post helium et post victoriam, of a Frenchman, 
well informed and accustomed to large historical generalizations, when 
tracing summarily the history of Hellenism and estimating the place 
and role of modern Greece. 

To M. Driault, Greece and France are closely related, as mother 
and daughter (p. 241). They are civilized (p. 39), and the other 
nations are barbarous (p. 237), especially Germany, her allies, and 
Russia (pp. 98, 142, 179, 194, etc.), but by implication, also England 
and America (p. 89). The recent war is a triumph of the Mediter- 



